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1 . ALTHOUGH HE PROMISED TO BRIEF US ON MEETING WITH 
MINHOUSING OSMAN, AGRIBUSINESS COUNCIL TEAM LEADER FORREST 
WALLACE DEPARTED CAIRO SEPTEMBER 4 WITHOUT CONTACTING US. 

WHEN HE MET WITH AMBASSADOR SEPTEMBER 2 WALLACE EXPRESSED 
SOME DISAPPOINTMENT THAT INFORMATION WHICH HAD BEEN 
PROMISED BY MINISTRIES OF AGRICULTURE, HOUSING AND 
RECONSTRUCTION AND ECONOMY HAD NOT BEEN PROVIDED. LIKEWISE 
HE SAID THAT INFORMATION THAT WAS READY WAS NOT OF CALIBER 
TO ENABLE PROIECT PROFILES TO BE CONSTRUCTED AS HAD BEEN 
HOPED. HE WAS STILL OPTIMISTIC HOWEVER, THAT SITUATION 
WOULD BETTER AND THAT PROFILE COULD GO FORWARD. HE INTENDED, 

HE TOLD US, TO BE FRANK WITH MINISTER OSMAN REGARDING DEFICIENCEIS 

WHEN HE SAW HIM. IF WALLACE HAS REPORTED ON OUTCOME OF 

HIS MISSION WE WOULD APPRECIATE HAVING WHATEVER DETAILS HE PROVIDED. 

2. MEANWHILE REGARDING SPECIFIC QUESTIONS OF AGRIBUSINESS COUNCIL 
TEAM'S IMPRESSION ON EGYPTIANS, WE ARE OF THE OPINION; BASED ON 
TALKS WITH MINISTRY OF HOUSING OFFICIAL WHO DEALT WITH THEM , THAT 
EGYPTIANS WRE IMPRESSED WITH (A) FACT THAT TEAM LIVED UP TO 
PRIMOSE TO RETURN WITHIN SPECIFIED TIEM PERIOD AND (B) THAT 

TEAM WAS COMPOSED OF PROFESSIONALS WHO WERE WILLING TO ROLL UP 
THEIR SLEEVES AND GET DOWN TO WORK. IN OUR CONTACT WITH THEM, 

TEAM WAS DEDICATED TO MAKING THE MOST OUT OF THEIR VISIT EVEN 
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THEY COULD EASILY HAVE BECOME VERY NEGATIVE ABOUT FUTURE PRO- 
SPECTS. NEVERTHELESS THEY TRIED TO DO BEST WITH WHAT WAS MADE 
AVAILABLE TO THEM. 

3. WOULD ALSO APPRECIATE STATUS REPORT ON WHERE AGRIBUSINESS 
COUNCIL PROGRAM NOW STANDS. AS DEPARTMENT AND OPIC ARE AWARE 
NEXT FEW WEEKS WILL BE EXTREMELY BUSY ONES AND IF THERE ARE ANY 
THOUGHTS ABOUT A FOLLOW-UP VISIT WE WOULD REQUEST AS EARLY 
NOTIFICATION AS POSSIBLE. 

MATTHEWS 
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